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ò I think that, compared with other academies, you offer a very good service for the price you ask. The 

professionalism of the teachers and their ability to create a good atmosphere is your best strength. ó 

Manuel. F -T, Spain 
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 ò There are two things I really liked about the experience at ABC: first, meeting people from all over the 

world ð from Spain, Germany, Iran, Saudi Arabia, China etc. ABC is like a connection between all these 

cultures. Secondly, teachers at ABC are very welcoming, and they all have high qualities. ó 

Raphael. C, France 



 

Why ABC? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABC is located in a charming early 19th century 

former post house and is conveniently positioned in 

central Cambridge ð famous for its university, 

architecture, museums and shopping. 

 

ABC is   family owned and managed and has been 

offering courses in English for almost 25 years. We 

are small enough to know our students personally 

and to create a friendly, supportive environment, yet 

big enough for our students to make the most of 

studying with a good mix of nationalities and to 

enjoy an active social life outside of class.  

 

ABC was set up to offer flexibility of choice, quality 

teaching, and a high level of personal attention. In 

many cases, students can build their own 

programme through combining different courses, 

activities and types of accommodation. 

 

Our teachers are well qualified, and have a wide range of experience, not only in 

English-language teaching, but also in the business and academic worlds, which 

enables them to provide a variety of specialist courses for our clients. Most importantly, 

they love what they do and work very hard to help students achieve their personal 

goals. 

 

ABC is accredited by the Accreditation Body for Language Services (ABLS) as well as 

belonging to its membership association, The Association of British Language Schools.  

ABC is an 'A' rated licensed sponsor under Tier 4 of the UK Border Agency's Points 

Based System. 

At ABC we believe you should get 

good value for money. Thatõs why all 

our course fees include the f ollowing:  

V Placement test 

V Comprehensive welcome pack 

V Insurance 

V Student handbook 

V Student card 

V Course Materials (refundable £20 

deposit required) 

V Homework 

V Ongoing monitoring and 

assessment 

V Use of Anglia Ruskin University 

library 

V Loan facility for self-study 

materials 

V Wireless internet access 

throughout the school building  

V Break-time tea and coffee 

V End of course certificate 

V Report (on request) 
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ò Iõm very glad to made this experience! It was a wonderful time at ABC and in Cambridge. ó 

Sarah. F, Germany 



Why Cambridge? 

 
Cambridge is a great place to be a student. If you have an image of Cambridge, 

it's probably one of ancient buildings, immaculate green lawns and people 

punting  down a willow-fringed river. This is an accurate image - the city is 

stunningly beautiful - but there's a lot more to it than that.  

Cambridge is small enough to retain its community atmosphere; it is nevertheless 

host to a cosmopolitan range of visitors every summer. A town of bustling streets 

and pavement cafes, it also features green spaces and parks, and cows can be 

found grazing close to the city centre. It is a historic town, built by the Romans 

and familiar to Danes, Saxons and Normans. One of the pilgrims who set sail for 

America on the Mayflower was from Cambridge. Yet with all this history, 

Cambridge has nevertheless been the birthplace of some of the most recent 

scientific advances. 

Cambridge offers all the benefits of city life: pubs and clubs; an incredible variety 

of concert venues offering music for all tastes; theatres, cinemas, cafes and 

restaurants; a thriving central market; and a good range of shops. 

When you want to escape, the countryside is very close with pleasant walking and 

cycle routes from the city centre to villages like Coton and Madingley. Walk (or 

punt!) along the river from Newnham to the pretty village of Grantchester.  

Further afield, visit Ely to see the magnificent 

cathedral and absorb the unique and mysterious 

atmosphere of the fens.  

Cambridge has good road and rail links to the rest 

of the UK - London is only 50 minutes away by 

train. It is also within easy reach of all London's 

international airports, and there is a direct 30-

minute rail link to Stansted international ai rport. 

So much to see and do:  

V University colleges 

V Kingõs College Chapel 

V Punting 

V Museums 

V Shopping and markets 

V Nightlife  

V Cinema 

V Theatre 

V Concerts 

V Sports and leisure 

V Grantchester village 

V Cathedral City of Ely, 15 mins 

V London, 50 mins 
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ò All teachers are very friendly and helpful. I have liked to stay in Cambridge and I have enjoyed the English 

course in your school. Thank you very much for teaching me. ó 

Erich. B, Germany  



Our courses in brief 

 

Study options explained 
Group 20 lessons  Immersion  Combined  Closed group  

20 x 45 minutes  

(15 clock hours) 

Max Group size: 10  

30 x 45 minutes  

(22.5 hours) 

Individually designed 1:1 

tuition. You focus only on 

YOUR interests 

20 x 45 minutes  

(15 clock hours) 

Group tuition  

(max 10 students) 

PLUS 

10 x 45 minutes  

(7.5 clock hours) 

Individually designed 1:1 

tuition  

A course for a group of 

work colleagues, for 

example. Not open to 

everyone. 

Group 30 lessons  1:1, 2:1 Open group  

30 x 45 minutes  

(22.5 hours) 

Max Group size: 10  

Flexible course designed 

for you, or you and a 

friend. You book the hours 

and schedule that suit you. 

Group Course open to 

everyone. 

ABC groups are limited to 

maximum 10 students  

 

Course Study options (weekly)  Availability  Prices (per week)  Page 

General English  Group 20 lessons All year From £130  11 

Group 30 lessons All year From £200  13 

Part-time All year From £20 13 

Combined All year £600  11-29 

Immersion All year £1250  11-29 

Exams: Cambridge Group 20 lessons For each exam; 

10 week course  

From £1450 + exam fee 15-17 

Group 30 lessons From £2200 + exam fee 15-17 

Crash Course For each exam; 4wks  From £940 + exam  fee 15-17 

IELTS & TOEFL Combined; Immersion All year £600/£1250  15-17 

Group 30 lessons 21.06 ð 10.09 2010 From £250  15-17 

BMAT & GMAT Combined; Immersion All year £750/£1500  15-17 

Business English Combined, Immersion All year £600/£1250 19 

Group 20 lessons 21.06 ð 10.09 2010 From £175 19 

Group  30 lessons 21.06 ð 10.09 2010 From £250  19 

Special Professional 

Courses 

Combined All year £750  21 

Immersion All year £1500 21 

Academic English  Combined, Immersion All year £600/£1250  23 

Group 20 lessons 21.06 ð 10.09 2010 From £190 23 

Group 30 lessons 21.06 ð 10.09 2010 From £280 23 

English for Uni.  

& College Lecturers  

Combined, Immersion All year £600/£1250 25-27 

Closed Group All year Groups: pls enquire 25-27 

Open Group 

(max 6 students) 

21.06  ð 10.09 2010 

Selected dates 

£450 25-27 

50+ Langua ge & 

Culture  

Group 20 lessons + activities 21.06 ð 10.09 2010 

Selected dates 

£265 29 

Combined, 1:1, 2:1 All year £500/£900/£1100 29 

Closed groups All Year Groups: pls enquire 29 

International 

Summer School  

(5-17 years) 

20 lessons 21.06 ð 10.09 2010 £190  35-39 

20 lessons + activities 21.06 ð 10.09 2010 £265  35-39 

30 lessons 21.06 ð 10.09 2010 £265  35-39 

Please note: £30 Registration fee is payable on all bookings  
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ò I enjoyed meeting all the teachers and working in a group. I learnt many things I didnõt know before. 

Everyone is very friendly. Thanks to all my teachers. ó 

Ghariba. A, Qatar  

 



General English 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The English you need for real life: 

work, study, holidays, travel  

V All skills, all levels, all year 

V Maximum 10 students per 

group 

V Choice of timetable: 

o 20 lessons 

o 30 lessons 

o Part-time 

V Continuous monitoring & 

assessment 

V Attendance certificate with skill 

levels 

V Optional Cambridge exam 

preparation 

V Start any Monday, minimum 

stay 1 week 

When you study General English you will 

learn modern ôstandard Englishõ which will 

help you communicate easily with people all 

over the world in all situations from work to 

holidays.  
 

You will study in a small group, maximum 10 

students, and work on all your skills ð 

reading, writing, speaking and listening ð as 

well as having the opportunity to prepare 

one of the Cambridge exams if you want to.   

Even if you want to go on to prepare an 

academic exam such as IELTS, or to practise 

job-specific English, you will still need to 

have a good level of General English to do 

well in these areas. 

 

 
How it works:  

20 lessons, morning, course:  

The mornings are divided into two lessons of 1.5 hours each, with a 15-

minute break in between. You change teachers at break, but we aim to keep 

the same two teachers working with you long -term. 
 

In Lesson 1 you use a main coursebook, which will provide the framework of 

your course, with a range of additional materials to make your lessons 

interesting and relevant. Because our groups are small, youõll have plenty of 

opportunity to discuss things with you r teacher and classmates. 
 

Lesson 2 is more flexible, but may be linked to Lesson 1, including 

vocabulary extension, ôspin offõ  topics, etc  ð but also having space for 

pronunciation practice, learn-to-learn skills and working on your can-do 

statements*, as well as having lots of speaking and listening practice. 

*see the ôAssessmentõ page for more information on this 
 

Friday  is the day for workshops, where you and your fellow-students work 

on anything that specially interests you, or which you are concerned about. 

Itõs also the day where your teachers can suggest topics they feel you should 

work on, and the day for intensive exam practice. 
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Blurbê.. 

 
ò I enjoyed most the nice atmosphere in the class and with the teachers. They were always friendly and 

helpful. The topics were interesting as well. ó 

Li-Hua. C, China 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Monday  Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

 

1 

 

Book   + 

 

09.30 ð 11.00 

Book  + 

 

09.30 ð 11.00 

Book + 

 

09.30 ð 11.00 

Book  + 

 

09.30 ð 11.00 

Workshop 

 

09.30 ð 11.00 

Break  

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

Selected from: 

 

Can-do worksheets 

Extension of 

Lesson 1  Topics 

Speaking & 

Listening 

Learn-to-Learn 

 

11.15 ð 12.45 

Selected from: 

 

Can-do worksheets 

Extension of 

Lesson 1 Topics 

Speaking & 

Listening 

Learn-to-Learn 

 

11.15 ð 12.45 

Selected from: 

 

Can-do worksheets 

Extension of 

Lesson 1 Topics 

Speaking & 

Listening 

Learn-to-Learn 

 

11.15 ð 12.45 

Selected from: 

 

Can-do worksheets 

Extension of 

Lesson 1 Topics 

Speaking & 

Listening 

Learn-to-Learn 

 

11.15 ð 12.45 

Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11.15 ð 12.45 

Lunch  

 

 

3 

 

Topic-based 

Lesson 

+ 

Group Elective 

 

13.30 ð 15.30 

 

Topic-based 

Lesson 

+ 

Group Elective 

 

13.30 ð 15.30 

 

Topic-based 

Lesson 

+ 

Group Elective 

13.30 ð15.30 
 

Topic-based 

Lesson 

+ 

Group Elective 

 

13.30 ð15.30 

 

Free 

 

30 lessons, morning + afternoon, course  

The more practice, the better! If you choose this option, on Monday ð Thursday afternoons you 

will study for a further   2 hours. This is a more flexible time when you can work on topics that 

are of interest to you and the rest of the group.  As well as giving you the chance to extend and 

develop items from the morning course, there is time to focus on specific skills, work on 

functions, explore literature, look at the world of workêê  Students and teacher work together 

to create a dynamic, learner-focused programme. 

 

Part -time Courses:  

If you are working here, bringing up a family, or studying at University, you may not be able to 

attend a full -time course.  To make things a little easier for you, weõve made our Morning 

General English classes available on a part-time basis. 
 

The hours are 09.30 ð 12.45, and you can choose days as follows: 

2 day course: Monday & Wednesday OR Tuesday & Thursday 

3 day course: Monday & Wednesday OR Tuesday & Thursday PLUS Friday 

To maintain the quality of the course, we cannot offer single mornings or part mornings.  

Subject to demand, we also offer an Evening Class ð one evening per week, 2 hours. 
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ò I visited your school during May and back in Switzerland, I took the CAE exam. Last week I received the 

results, and I just wanted to let you know that I passed with an ôAõ grade!  

As the whole school made a contribution to this achievement, I wanted to thank you for your  support and 

help during my time in Cambridge! ó 

Christine. S, Switzerland  

 



About examinations - which should I choose?  

We will discuss your needs with you and assess your level and then 

suggest an appropriate examination for you to take. Here is a guide to 

some of the most popular examinations; others are available ð please ask: 
 

The ôCambridgeõ Exams 
 

First Certificate (B2) : This is designed for students of upper-intermediate 

level and will give you the English you need to cope well with everyday 

situations. It is an internationally recognised examination and is a 

requirement of many employers, for example banks, airlines and hotels, 

where you have to deal with the public. Take this exam in March, June, 

August or December. 

Entry fee 2010:  GBP97 
 

Certi ficate of Advanced English (C1) : as the name suggests, an advanced 

exam, particularly suitable for those who are intending to work with 

English as a major part of their job. Take this exam in March, June or 

December. 

Entry fee 2010: GBP101 
 

Certificate of Proficiency in English (C2) : the highest-level exam that 

most students will take. It is particularly useful for those who are going to 

teach English themselves, or to study at a high level, or who need more or 

less native-speaker skills for their work. Take this exam in March, June or 

December. 

Entry fee 2010: GBP105 

 

Exam courses 

 
 

Preparation Courses are available in 2010 as follow s: 

Standard course, 10 weeks.  

Start dates: 4 January 2010  |  6 April 2010  |  27 September 2010 

20 lessons, GBP1450 + exam entry fee  |  30 lessons, GBP2200 + exam entry fee 

FCE Only 

Start date: 14 June 2010 

20 lessons, GBP1750 + exam entry fee  |  30 lessons, GBP2500 + exam entry fee 

Short courses, 4 weeks:  

If you feel confident, and mainly want revision and to boost your exam technique  

Start dates: 15 February 2010  |  17 May 2010  |  8 November 2010 

30 lessons per week, GBP940 + exam entry fee 

FCE Only 

Start date: 26 July 2010 

30 lessons per week, GBP1060 + exam entry fee 

Key English Test (A2) & Preliminary English Test 

(B1) are also available, at various times throughout 

the year ð please ask for further information  
Please note:  £30 registration fee payable on all bookings.  

Exam entry at standard price closes approx 2 months before 

exam date ð please ensure you book your course in time.  
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 ò I'm lucky because my teachers were Carol and Sharyn. Sharyn is a lovely person and made me this week a very 

nice and interesting experience. I learnt English and I enjoyed it! ABC gave me a nice family who were very kind 

with me. Also the school showed me the library of Anglia Ruskin University which their students can use. ó 

Ignacio. B, Spain  

 



Other popular exams:  

 

BMAT & GMAT  

For entry to University courses in the Bio-Medical field, and for admission to 

MBA courses respectively.  Our tutors have extensive experience in helping 

students through these tests.  

 

Courses are delivered on a 1:1 basis, with the timetable designed to meet 

your needs. 

If you need more support with your English, we recommend preparing for 

these exams through our Combined Group + 1:1 programme. 

 

I.E.L.T.S. & T.O.E.F.L: The major English - language qualifications for 

university in English language speaking countries. 

TOEIC:  English for International Communication. Especially useful if you wish 

to work in the US, and a requirement of many international companies.  

 

Group preparation for these exams is 

available during the summer. At 

other times, we offer short intensive 

courses, either on a 1:1 basis or as a 

Combined Group + 1:1 programme. 

Please enquire for more information. 

 

If you are interested in taking any 

specialist examinations, or need 

advice, we shall be very pleased to 

help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exams & The Common European Framework of 

Reference for Languages  

General 

English 

Academic  CEFR 

CPE 

Certificate of 

Proficiency in 

English  

IELTS                      9 Mastery  

 

C2 

CAE 

Certificate in 

Advanced English  

7.5 

 
 

 

6.5 

Effective  

Operational  

Proficiency  

C1 

FCE 

First Certificate in 

English  

 

 

5.5 

Vantage  

 

 

B2 

PET 

Preliminary  

English  

Test 

 

 

 

4.5 

Threshold  

 

 

B1 

KET 

Key English Test 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0 

Waystage  

 

 

A2  

 

 

 

 

A2 

 Breakthrough  

 

 

A1 

 

General English  

International 

English Language 

Testing System  

Common European 

Framework of 

Reference for 

Languages 
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ò I would like to thank you for worthwhile and enjoyable course, maximising my potential in English. The 

quality and integrity present in each facet of the course was of the highest standards. The program has been 

enormously helpful for deepening my knowledge. I  feel more confident and empowered in many aspects of 

English. ó 

Jan. K, Poland  



 

Business English 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We focus on English for a wide range of 

professional and commercial purposes.....  

This course is designed to improve and develop 

key language areas needed for effective 

business communication. 

At ABC we understand that a good command of English is an essential tool of 

your trade ð we teach you what you need to know to function effectively in the 

real world. 

Youõll work on real-life situations, use authentic materials, and be taught by 

tutors with experience of the business world.  

 

Business English Group 20  

You have two lessons each morning. In the first, typically, weõll set the scene by 

introducing a topic through reading and discussion. Youõll learn vocabulary and 

structures, and practical skills such as reading for gist, or taking notes. 

The topic could be taken from one of our  up-to-date course books, or from that 

dayõs newspapers or the internet ð whatever will provide a stimulating and 

relevant subject for study. 

 

The second lesson gives more structured practice in listening and speaking skills: 

Listening skills are developed by providing intensive practice using real-life 

recordings of meetings, discussions and negotiations. We ask you to respond to 

making arrangements and decisions and we target specific comprehension of 

dates and times and the tone and inference of the speech, in addition to 

developing your understanding of key vocabulary. 

In speaking, we use role-plays, discussions and presentations to practise the 

specific skills needed for meetings, negotiating, using the telephone, socialising 

and making presentations. You will also have specific pronunciation and fluency 

practice. 

 

Business English Group 30  

The additional time this course gives enables you to develop and extend the 

skills learned in the morning lessons and to work on more challenging 

assignments.  We encourage you to share real situations from your work, and to  

practise problem-solving in English. The afternoons also give you the chance to 

look again at any issues from the morning class that you may need some help 

with. 

 

More intensive practice?  Special interests?  

 

Our Combined Course could be for you ð 20 lessons in a small group, with 10 

lessons of 1:1 teaching tailored specifically to your needs and interests. 

ABC can pro vide specialised courses in a range  of areas including 

Business English  

V Group Courses available  

21 June ð 10 September 

V Combined Courses, Immersion 

and Special Professional 

Options all year on demand 
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Blurbê.. 

 ò Chris did an excellent job in business English! That was a perfect choice and he improved my English really 

well and also efficient. Really looking forward to seeing all of you again. ó 

Sebastian. F, Germany  



Special professional options 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you need to improve your  English for your 

specialist area of work, this is the course for you.  

 

 Professional tutors experienced in your field 

 Course designed with you 

 Work on your own materials & professional 

journals, websites  

 Realistic language practise  

 

These courses are designed for practising 

professionals who need to improve their functional 

ability in English in areas not usually covered by a 

standard ôlanguage schoolõ course. 

 

Weõve delivered courses in all these areas and more:  

 

Accountancy, Art History, Civil Aviation, Civil 

Engineering, Dentistry, ForEx Dealing, Government, 

Human Resources, Medicine, Nursing, Real Estate 

Law, Systems Engineering, Technical Sales, Tour 

Guiding 

 

Each course is unique, individually designed for  

the client, so we canõt show you a ôtypicalõ programme ð but here are some examples of 

things you could do:  

 

 Work with your tutor to write a proposal and develop a presentation which you 

then practise  in front of an audience  

 Make visits to galleries with your tutor, enriching your language for describing 

art-works, enabling you to design more satisfying guided tours to the galleries in 

your own city. 

 Work on (your own) contracts and case-studies with a qualified lawyer / EFL 

teacher 

 Brush up the Paper youõve written to present at an international conference,  

deliver it, work on strategies for dealing with questions, and finally practise ôsmall 

talkõ for after the meeting. 

 

These are just a few examples ð itõs your course, weõre here to help you achieve your 

objective.  

Study Options  

Our staff will be happy to advise on the 

best programme for you, depending on 

your objective, budget and time 

available.  Weõll ask you to complete a 

Language Training Needs Analysis 

Questionnaire, a Level Assessment Test if 

appropriate, and will listen to what you 

tell us. 

 

V 1:1 immersion 

 30 lessons (22.5 hours)  

 When you have limited 

time and need to focus 

100% on your chosen 

subject. 

 

V Combined Course 

 20 lessons (15 hours) in a 

small group + 10 lessons 

(7.5 hours) 1:1 tuition 

 When you have a little 

more time, and need to 

brush up your general 

language skills 
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ò Iõm very glad to announce that I have been accepted by Imperial College. I would like to thank all my friends 

from ABC Languages very much ð they gave me great help with my English and choosing schools and A-level 

subjects. I had a really unforgettable nice time at ABC. ó 

David. C, China 



 

English for academic purposes 
 

 

 

This course is suitable for students who are 

intending to study a University course taught 

in the English language, in the UK or 

elsewhere. It is open to students of 

Intermediate level (B1) and above. 
 

It will help you improve your ability to write clearly and concisely and to understand 

complex pieces of English. We look at the type of materials you may encounter in 

your studies. Whatever your field of study you will need to write essays and reports, 

listen to lectures and participate in seminars. You will be expected to argue, explain, 

ask questions, report and co-operate as a member of a group. 

It is also possible to prep are for the I.E.L.T.S & T.O.E.F.L. examinations:  
 

I.E.L.T.S. (The International English Language Testing System). This examination 

assesses how well you can understand and use the kind of English you need to study 

in an English speaking country. I.E.L.T.S. is recognised by higher education 

institutions in Britain and throughout the world.  
 

T.O.E.F.L. (TEST OF ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE). This examination measures 

the proficiency of non -native speakers of English. This examination is an admission 

requirement for universities and colleges in the United States and other parts of the 

world. 
 

If you would like to prepare for one of these examinations, please indicate this on 

the registration form.  
 

Topics covered in the EAP Course: 
 

Writing Understanding tasks and assignments; planning & structure; topics & main 

ideas; developing an argument; detailed progressive training and practice in 

describing facts & figures; describing trends and summarising data. 
 

Reading Orienting to the text; skimming & scanning; iden tifying main & supporting 

ideas; identifying arguments; identifying opinion & making  inferences; improving 

overall reading skills; note-taking; summarising.  
 

Listening Practice in different situations: general information, lectures, broadcast 

etc. with strategies for identifying specific information & understanding detail. 

Identifying main ideas; following signpost words. Understanding stress, rhythm & 

intonation.  
 

Speaking Practice in asking / answering questions; giving opinions; planning & 

speculating; giving reasons; comparing & contrasting; extended discourse. 

 

 

Study Options:  

V Group Courses available 

21 June ð 10 September 

V Combined Courses and  

Immersion all year on demand 
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ò David did an excellent job in business English! That was a perfect choice and he improved my English really 

well and also efficient. Really looking forward to seeing all of you again. ó 

Sebastian. F, Germany  



English for university 

and college lecturers 
 

 

 

A wide-ranging, skills -based course for  practising 

lecturers  in the further and higher education 

sectors who are required to design courses and/or 

deliver lectures in the English language.  
 

The courses are written and delivered by 

experienced practitioners in the field  who are 

also qualified E nglish Language Teachers.  
 

The standard course provides 30 lessons (22.5 hours) contact time plus assignments.  
 

Course content  

We have in-depth discussion with all delegates enrolling on this programme to ensure that 

we can accommodate their specific needs within the framework of their chosen course. 
 

These are popular topics covered on these courses, though the content of any actual 

course is determined in conjunction with the delegate(s) attending.  
 

1. Lecturing / presentation skills, including opportunity to ôtrialõ lectures 

2. Effective communication techniques  

3. Cross-cultural issues: dealing with multi-national groups 

4.  Preparation of course materials and unit outlines 

5. Setting of examination questions and other assessment tasks 

6. Terminology used in examinations 

7. Marking systems 

8. Correspondence with students and other members of the academic community 

9. Comparison of UK and other systems; entry routes to UK universities 
 

Required level of English  

To obtain maximum benefit from the course, delegates should have a working knowledge 

of English equivalent to level B2 on the CEFR.  We will assess delegatesõ levels as part of the 

registration process.  Delegates who feel they need to ôbrush upõ their English before taking 

the course may like to join one of our general English courses at appropriate level for one 

or more weeks.   
 

In the case of individuals or a closed group, if the delegatesõ levels are below B2 we can 

provide a modified course to include more direct language support, though an extended 

stay incorporating a general English course might prove more beneficial.  
 

Delegates in closed groups may be from the same or different faculties.  
 

Key Points:  

V Skills-based course for practising 

lecturers  

V Written and delivered by 

experienced practitioners in the 

field  

V Qualified English Language 

Teachers 

V Available all year ð see availability  
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 ò I enjoyed the combination between individual training and having classes, so I could practise speaking, 

listening, writing and reading. Thanks a lot for all support and the nice time. ó 

Julia. S, Germany  



Sample timetable  

 

This is an example of a ôtypicalõ weekõs programme for an open group of 

lecturers from different faculties in different universities, designed to 

reflect the needs and interests they expressed when booking the course.  

In every case, whether for an individual, closed group or open group, the 

course will be designed specifically to meet those delegatesõ objectives. 

 

ABC can also deliver on-going language-training solutions for 

institutions, providing progressive training programmes for support staff 

as well as members of the academic team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Monday  Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

 

 

 

 

1 

 

Approaches to a 

multi -cultural 

teaching 

environment. 

Discussion of 

delegatesõ own 

experiences and 

areas of specific 

interest. 

09.30 ð 11.00 

Preparation of 

course materials; 

unit outlines; 

Terminology 

 

 

 

 

 

09.30 ð 11.00 

Methods of 

assessment; 

examinations; 

marking systems; 

specific meaning of 

terms as used 

in examinations.  

 

 

09.30 ð 11.00 

Correspondence 

and communication 

with students and 

colleagues; email, 

telephone, formal 

letters, reports 

 

 

 

09.30 ð 11.00 

Comparison of  

University systems. 

 

Consolidation and 

feedback 

 

 

 

  

09.30 ð 11.00 

Break  

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

Lecturing &  

Presentations 

 

Introduction to  

effective 

communication  

techniques in 

lectures, seminars & 

tutorials  

11.15 ð 12.45 

Lecturing &  

Presentations 

 

Cultural and 

linguistic aspects; 

second-language 

speaker v. native-

speaker audiences 

 

11.15 ð 12.45 

Lecturing &  

Presentations 

 

Engaging and  

Maintaining 

interest; dealing 

with questions; 

difficult behaviour  

 

11.15 ð 12.45 

Lecturing &  

Presentations 

 

Explanation of 

graphical data 

 

 

 

 

11.15 ð 12.45 

Seminars and 

Tutorials 

 

Consolidation and 

Feedback 

 

 

 

 

11.15 ð 12.45 

Lunch  

 

 

3 

 

Preparation for  

Presentations. 

Feedback 

13.30 ð 15.30 

 

Individual &  

Team presentations 

 

13.30 ð 15.30 

 

Individual &  

Team presentations 

 

13.30 ð15.30 

 

Individual &  

Team  

presentations 

13.30 ð15.30 

 

Free 

 

Availability  

Courses are delivered on a closed-group, combined or immersion basis all year. In 

addition, open -group tuition is available during the summer vacation. Our full range of 

general/professional courses are available during the summer, as well as courses  

for children from 5 to 17 years, making it possible for the whole family to 

participate in our summer school.  

 

(Closed group, open group, combined course, imme rsion)  
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ò It was a good experience, I improved my English a lot; the teachers are very good... ó 

Angelica. T, Italy  

 



50+ English and culture 

 
 

 

 

 

If you think an English course with activities is only for teenagers, think again ð 

we have a range of options designed with the more senior student in mind:  
 

V Study for your work, a personal interest, or just for holidays 

V Study alone with a teacher, with a friend, or in a group 

V Get to know the beautiful city of Cambridge and our region in the 

company of l ike-minded people ð and all afternoon visits are escorted by 

our staff 
 

Topics for study can range from English for Business to English for Shopping, by 

way of Literature, History and the Monarchy, Art,  Architecture, Music, Gardens, 

Military History ð  

our team of tutors have a huge range of interests and experience which theyõll be 

very happy to share with you. 
 

Hereõs a sample programme for a week in the spring; when you book a course with us 

weõll ask you about your interests and select a programme youõll enjoy.  There are links 

on our website for things to see and do in Cambridge. If thereõs something special you 

want to do, tell us and weõll put it in your programme if we possibly can. 
 

Lesson Monday  Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

 

1 

English Lesson 

09.30 ð 12.45 

English Lesson 

09.30 ð 11.00 

English Lesson 

09.30 ð 11.00 

English Lesson 

09.30 ð 11.00 

English Lesson 

09.30 ð 11.00 

Break  

 

2 

English Lesson 

11.15 ð 12.45 

English Lesson 

11.15 ð 12.45 

English Lesson 

11.15 ð 12.45 

English Lesson 

11.15 ð 12.45 

English Lesson 

11.15 ð 12.45 

Lunch  

 

 

 

3 

 

From 13.45 

 

Orientation 

Tour of 

Cambridge with 

visit to St Johnõs 

College 

From 13.45 

 

Fitzwilliam 

Museum 

From 13.45 

 

Chauffeured 

Punt tour of  

ôThe Backsõ 

& Evensong at  

Kings College 

From 13.45 

 

       Visit to Ely, 

Cathedral and 

Cream tea 

From 13.45 

 

University 

Botanic    

Gardens 

 

Study Options:  

V Combined, 1:1, 2:1 All Year 

V Open Groups Summer 

Our friendly student liaison staff will be happy to help you choose from a wide range of 

evening activities and weekend excursions. Thereõs something for every taste, from the  

Shakespeare  Festival ð  imagine  a  warm summer evening at a magical performance in a 

beautiful College garden -  to traditional  jazz in a traditional city pub accompanied by 

bangers and mash and a pint or two of best bitter.  There are day trips by coach or minibus at 

the weekends to London,  Royal Windsor, Viking York,  Stonehenge, or even ôthe Other Placeõ 

(Oxford!) amongst many other options, and there are frequent whole -weekend trips to 

Scotland, the Lake District and the Cotswolds. 
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ò I enjoyed the small classes at school because the teachers were able to focus on the individual problems of 

each student ó 

Julia. S, Germany  



Assessment and monitoring 
 

 

Assessment and monitoring are important from the very 

beginning of your stay at ABC ð from ensuring you are 

placed in the correct group at the start of your course, to 

checking the progress you are making and finally giving 

you your certificate showing the out come of your studies 

with us.  
 

At ABC, we use the Common European Framework of 

Reference for Languages (CEFR) as our standard for 

assessing your level and monitoring your progress. 
 

On the next page you will find the basic CEFR chart 

showing how it relates to some popular exams. 
 

Each level, A1 ð C2, describes your ability to do certain things in English, from very basic (I can 

buy a meal in a fast-food restaurant) to extremely advanced (I can write long, complex reports). 

These are known as the ôcan-doõ statements and cover all skills and different reasons for 

learning English ð social, work and study. 

The ôdefinitionsõ of these levels are shown in the table on the ôCan Doõ page. 
 

Before you start your course  we will ask you to complete a short test which will give us the 

first idea of your level. Weõll also ask you to write something about your job/course of study 

and why learning English will help you in this. If you are taking a more complicated course weõll 

also ask you to complete a self-assessment directly based on the can-do statements.  Of 

course, weõll already know quite a lot about you from your emails and perhaps from meeting 

you when you came in to ask about studying at ABC.  If an assessment of your speaking level 

would be helpful, weõll arrange a time to phone you.  
 

During your first week  weõll check with you to see that you are comfortable and happy in your 

group, and will also talk to your teachers to see if they have any concerns.  At this point, when 

you are feeling more settled, weõll be able to get a much better idea of your real level, and will 

be able to produce your Student Profile. This combines all the information we have about your 

past experience with English, your current and future aims, and your skill levels according to the 

CEFR.  
 

During your course , on a monthly basis, we update your Profile, and check that your learning 

is progressing satisfactorily.  Your teachers continuously monitor your progress, formally 

through tests and less formally through observation.  Homework is an important part of your 

course and we include this in the monitoring process. 
 

We make it easy to relate your progress directly to the CEFR and the can-do statements. Each 

student receives a self-assessment folder  which contains real-life examples of the things you 

should be able to do at each level, so you can check just where you are. 
 

At the end of your course you will receive an Attendance Certificate showing your levels in 

the four skills and a written report if you require one, for example for your com pany.  All 

students receive a Certificate, even if they are taking an external examination. 

Key Points:  

V Pre-course assessment test & 

needs analysis questionnaire, 

based on Common European 

Framework of Reference 

V Telephone assessment of 

speaking if requested 

V Continuous monitoring & 

feedback 

V Self-assessment folder for 

each student 

V Attendance certificate 

showing skills levels 
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 ò The school is very flexible and the classes are quite small, which allows you to improve the language skills 

really quickly... ó 

Sebastian. K, Germany  



CEFR ôCan Doõ statements 
 

 

Can Do Statements: Overall general ability  

General 

English 

Academic  CEFR Listening/Speaking  Reading  Writing  

CPE 

Certificate of 

Proficiency in 

English  

IELTS                     9 Mastery  

 

 

 

 

 

C2 

CAN advise on or talk 

about complex or 

sensitive issues, 

understanding colloquial 

references and dealing 

confidently with hostile 

questions. 

CAN understand 

documents, 

correspondence and 

reports, including 

the finer points of 

complex texts. 

CAN write letters on 

any subject and full 

notes of meetings 

or seminars with 

good expression 

and accuracy. 

CAE 

Certificate in 

Advanced 

English  

7.5 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.5 

Effective  

Operational  

Proficiency  

 

 

 

 

 

C1 

CAN contribute 

effectively to meetings 

and seminars within own 

area of work or keep up a 

casual conversation with 

a good degree of 

fluency, coping with 

abstract expressions. 

CAN read quickly 

enough to cope 

with an academic 

course, to read the 

media for 

information or to 

understand non-

standard 

correspondence. 

CAN prepare/draft 

professional 

correspondence, 

take reasonably 

accurate notes in 

meetings or write an 

essay which shows 

an ability to 

communicate. 

FCE 

First Certificate 

in English  

 

 

 

 

 

5.5 

Vantage  

 

 

 

 

B2 

CAN follow or give a talk 

on a familiar topic or 

keep up a conversation 

on a fairly wide range of 

topics.  

CAN scan texts for 

relevant 

information, and 

understand detailed 

instructions or 

advice. 

CAN make notes 

while someone is 

talking or write a 

letter including non -

standard requests. 

PET 

Preliminary  

English  

Test 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.5 

Threshold  

 

 

 

 

 

B1 

CAN express opinions on 

abstract/cultural matters 

in a limited way or offer 

advice within a known 

area, and understand 

instructions or public 

announcements.  

CAN understand 

routine information 

and articles, and the 

general meaning of 

non-routine 

information within a  

familiar area.  

CAN write letters or 

make notes on 

familiar or 

predictable matters. 

KET 

Key English Test 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0 

Waystage  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A2 

CAN express simple 

opinions or requirements 

in a familiar context. 

CAN understand 

straightforward 

information within a 

known area, such as 

on products and 

signs and simple 

textbooks or reports 

on familiar matters.  

CAN complete 

forms and write 

short simple letters 

or postcards related 

to personal 

information.  

 Breakthrough  

 

 

 

A1 

 

CAN understand basic 

instructions or t ake part 

in a basic factual 

conversation on a 

predictable topic.  

CAN understand 

basic notices, 

instructions or 

information.  

CAN complete basic 

forms, and write 

notes including 

times, dates and 

places. 

General English  

International 

English Language 

Testing  System 

Common European 

Framework of 

Reference for 

Languages 
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International summer school 
 

http://www.abclanguages.com/study_english.html


Welcome to ABC Summer School 

in the heart of Cambridge  
ð a great School, a great City, a great summer holidayê. 

 

ABC Summer School combines great teaching 

with a great social life - you'll make lots of friends 

and have a great time while really improving your 

English.  
 

Where is the Summer School?  

ABC Summer School takes place in central 

Cambridge, within walking distance of our main 

school and very convenient for all public 

transport. There is plenty of room for lively, active 

lessons, with audio-visual equipment and space 

for indoor games and drama. Cambridge has 

several large, open parks, close to our classrooms, 

which we use for sports and recreation. Two 

swimming pools are nearby, and the Sports Hall. 
 

Who can join?  

The Summer School is open to students between the ages of 5 and 17. 

Children from 5-10 join our special Early Learners groups.  

Older students are placed in classes selected by age and level. 
 

What will I do at the summer school?  

Everyone must study English every morning (20 lessons, 15 hours, each week)  

If you want to do more you can add either  

10 afternoon lessons or afternoon social activities 

There are also weekend excursions and occasional evening events 
 

Where can I stay?  

If you are under 16 you must stay with your own family, or friends approved by your 

parents ð for example perhaps your parents have come to the University for the 

summer or you might be visiting your aunt and uncle here in Cambridge. Or maybe 

youõve been invited to stay with some friends of your fatherõs. 

If you are 16 or over, you can come to Cambridge alone or with a friend and stay in 

ABC homestay or private home accommodation. Thereõs a range of accommodation to 

suit all tastes and all budgets ð check the accommodation  section in the brochure. 
 

Youõll find more about all these things o n the following pagesêêê 
 

 

Key Points:  

 

V For young people 5-17 years 

old 

V Build your own course ð donõt 

pay for things you donõt need 

V English lessons + fun social 

activities 

V Intensive English 

V Mid-June to mid-September 

ð stay as long as you want 

V Range of accommodation 

options 

V Families welcome: combine 

with courses from our adult 

programme 
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 ò My summer in Cambridge was very fun, I made new friends and made my English better. Thank you to my 

teachers. ó 

Erica. S, Italy 

 



 

Build the course you want! 
ð you pay only for the modules you want to take  
 

Start with morning lessons  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you want to do more, choose from:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And if youõd like to go out at the weekend  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If youõre 16 or over, you can choose homestay accommodation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This module is compulsory for all students  

V 20 lessons (15 hours) per week (09.30 -12.45, Monday to Friday) studying in small 

groups selected for age and level of English.  

V Special programme for Early Learners (children 5 ð 10 years).  

V ALL STUDENTS HAVE AN ASSESSMENT TEST AT THE START OF THEIR COURSE 

TO ENSURE THEY ARE PLACED IN THE CORRECT CLASS  

 Price: 1 ð 3 weeks £190 per person per week  |  4 ð 12 weeks £175 per  

person per week  |  10% discount for multiple booking  

AFTERNOON SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

V After a supervised lunch break, students join our experienced activity leaders for an 

afternoon of fun and stimulating activities ð sports, excursions, cultural visitsê..  

see our Social Activity page for more details. 

 Price: 1 ð 3 weeks £265 per person per week  |  4 ð 12 weeks  £250 per 

person per week  |  10% discount for multiple bookings  
 

OR 
 

AFTERNOON LESSONS (14 years +) 

V If you really want to maximise your English, you can join our afternoon lesson 

programme (13.30 ð 15.00) for some intensive practice. 

 Price: 1 ð 3 weeks £265 per person per week  |  4 ð 12 weeks  £250 per 

person per week  |  10% discount for multiple bookings  

SATURDAY EXCURSION (16 yrs +, or 13 yrs+ w ith accompanying adult)  

V A full day out ð escorted by experienced staff ð visiting famous places around England. 

Places we go to include London (of course!), the coast, castles, Royal Windsor, Stratford-

upon-Avon & Warwick castle, to name just a few. 

 Price: £35 per person per excursion  

 

If youõre not staying with your own family or adult friends, you can stay with one of our friendly, 

caring families. If you are coming alone you stay in a single room, or two friends or relatives can 

share a twin room. All accommodation includes breakfast, evening meal and laundry as well as a 

VERY warm welcome! 

 Price: £135 per week single, £250 per week twin (per room)  

See Accommodation page for full details. 

 

37 

http://www.abclanguages.com/study_english.html


   

 

ò I enjoyed learning English in Cambridge, my teachers were very funny. Punting on the river was 

my favourite thing.  ó 

Jose. G, Spain 

 

 



Lessons 
 

At the Summer School the lessons are planned to be 

interesting and relevant to each age group. We use 

modern books, DVDõs and audio CDõs, real-life materials 

of all kinds, and do project work that often involves 

going out of the classroom and meeting English people. 

The teachers are young, but experienced, and know how 

to make learning fun as well as effective. 

 

One of the main advantages of coming to a Summer School is the opportunity to learn 'real' 

English, and to improve your confidence and fluency, and you will find all our  staff, both 

teachers and activity leaders, very happy to talk to you and spend time with you. 

 

TIMETABLE & TEACHING 
 

Lesson Monday  Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

 

 
 

1 

English Lesson 

Grammar,  

reading & 

writing, including 

introduction of 

new vocabulary 

09.30 ð 11.00 

English Lesson 

Grammar, 

reading & 

writing, including 

introduction of 

new vocabulary 

09.30 ð 11.00 

English Lesson 

Grammar, 

reading & 

writing, including 

introduction of 

new vocabulary 

09.30 ð 11.00 

English Lesson 

Grammar, 

reading & 

writing, including 

introduction of 

new vocabulary 

09.30 ð 11.00 

English Lesson 

Grammar, 

reading & 

writing, including 

introduction of 

new vocabulary 

09.30 ð 11.00 

Break  

 

 

 

2 

English Lesson 

Speaking & 

listening practice, 

including work 

on register and 

pronunciation 

11.15 ð 12.45 

English Lesson 

Speaking & 

listening practice, 

including work 

on register and 

pronunciation 

11.15 ð 12.45 

English Lesson 

Speaking & 

listening practice, 

including work 

on register and 

pronunciation 

11.15 ð 12.45 

English Lesson 

Speaking & 

listening practice, 

including work 

on register and 

pronunciation 

11.15 ð 12.45 

English Lesson 

Speaking & 

listening practice, 

including work 

on register and 

pronunciation 

11.15 ð 12.45 

 

The work you do will depend on your age and level:  

 

Older students  will use a lot of authentic materials on current topics as a basis for the work in 

these classes and use them as the starting point for discussion, writing exercises, group 

presentations, and so on. At this age, you are probably facing some important exams, and we 

can help deal with any problems you are having, whether in grammar, writing, speaking - or 

any other area of your English. We can also provide specific practice for students who are 

going to continue their education in the UK.  

 

Younger students  are probably most interested in starting to use the English they are learning 

at school, building up confidence, and learning lots of new words. Our teachers provide lots of 

opportunity to practise your speaking and listening, and plan the lessons to stimulate your 

skills, using video, music, and project work. Although our teachers make the lessons fun, we 

ensure that all our courses are carefully planned to ensure that lessons are balanced and that 

individual needs are being met. 

Key Points:  

V 20 lessons per week            

(15 hours) 

V Interesting & relevant to each 

age group 

V Real-life materials 

V Project work 

V Learn ôrealõ English 
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ò My stay at ABC and Cambridge was my best holiday ever! There is a lot to do, itõs always funny 

and Mummy and Daddy went to school too .  ó 

           Luca. B, Italy 


